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For years there has been a foot
note in my information about my 
maternal great-grandfather: he 
invented a chemical in the head of 
the Diamond Match. As the Patent 
and Trademark Depository 
Librarian at the Wyoming State 
Library, I turned to the wealth of 
information in the U.S. patent 
collection to learn more. 

Patents as Genealogical 
Resources 
Patents of invention have a long 
history in this country and are often 
overlooked as a genealogical 
resource. The right to protect an 
invention is guaranteed in the U.S. 
Constitution, and the first U.S. 
patent was issued in 1790 to Samuel 
Hopkins of Philadelphia. Prior to 
this, colonists were issued patents 
by their colonies or by the British 
government. 

Patents can be intimidating 
because they are both legal and 
scientific documents. There is an 
assumption that your relative had to 



be a Thomas Edison or Alexander 
Graham Bell to receive a patent. My 
great-grandfather was a laborer at 
Diamond Match and later a farmer. 
Many patents were issued for agricul
tural implements, ranch tools, and 
other devices that assisted in the 
running of the American homestead. 

Do not overlook your female 
ancestors. The first woman in 
America to have her invention 
patented was Pennsylvania colonist, 
Sybilla Masters, in 1715. Unfor
tunately, due to property laws at 
that time, the British government 
issued the patent to her husband, 
Thomas, at the same time acknowl
edging his wife as the inventor. The 
U.S. Patent Office placed no gender 
requirements on receiving a patent. In 
1809, Mary Dixon Kies of Connecticut 
was the first woman to receive a U.S. 
patent in her own name. 

Each patent has a unique patent 
number. However, the early 
numbering system is a little 
awkward. Patent number 1 is not 
the first U.S. patent. Patents did not 
start receiving numbers until 1836. 
Early unnumbered patents were 
retroactively given numbers preceded 
by an X. They are now called "X 
patents." A devastating fire at the 
Patent Office in 1836 destroyed all 
9,957 patents issued to that date. 
Only 2,845 copies were recovered 
from patent owners, so many X 
patents cannot be obtained. 
Unfortunately, Mary Kies's patent 
was among those lost. 

All surviving U.S. patents issued 
from 1790 to Present are available 
as scanned images on the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) Web site www.uspto.gov or at 
a Patent and Trademark Depository 
Library (PTDL). PTDLs are located 
in 48 states, plus Puerto Rico and 
the District of Columbia, with 
specially trained librarians to help 
you with your patent search. All 
U.S. patents issued from 1976 to 

present can be searched biblio-
graphically or full-text on the 
USPTO Web site or at a PTDL. 

Since it is difficult to search the 
pre-1976 patents, some PTDLs have 
begun creating databases that index 
patents issued to their residents. 
Web-searchable databases that have 
been completed or are under 
construction include Iowa, 

Some patents give 
maiden names or legal 

name changes. 

Wyoming, Alabama, early Louisiana, 
Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati. Links to 
these databases can be found in the 
resources section below. 
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Found in a Patent? 
The patent's "Front Page" includes 
the bibliographic information, such 
as inventor name and address, 
patent number, application date, 
and issue date. Most personally 
identifiable information is found on 
this page. For current patents, the 
Front Page is truly page one. 
However, older patents start with 
drawings so the Front Page may be 
located several pages into 
the document. 

Basic Biographical Information. 
U.S. patents are unique in the world 
in that the applicant must be the 
inventor. Therefore, every patent 
includes an individual's full name and 
address even ifthe rights are assigned 
to a company (see Assignee). More 
recent patents may give the street 
address of the inventor. 

Some patents give maiden names 
or legal name changes. For 
example, patent 1,510,536 was 
issued to "Grace Ballard, now by 
marriage Grace Ballard Howell, of 
Casper, Wyoming." Patent 1,077,687 
was issued to "Dorothy Dyrenforth, 
now by marriage Dorothy D. 
Auracher, of Oak Park, Illinois." 

As legal documents, name 
changes included are not limited to 
married names. Patent 1,027,828 
was issued to "Emil Elektorowicz 
(by judicial change of name now 
Emil De Ryss) of New York, N.Y." 
Patent 1,209,884 was issued to 
"Morris Rakowsky, (now by change 
of name Morris Rockford) of Utica, 
New York." 

Citizenship. Many patents issued 
between the 1880s and the 1920s 
include citizenship information in 

The U.S. 
patent for the 

"Pocket Lighter." It 
shows the assignee 

(organization or person to 
whom the inventor transferred 

the legal rights) to be the 
Zippo Manufacturing 

Company. 
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the first paragraph of the Front 
Page. For example, patent 
1,267,871 states, "Be it known 
that I, Mieli R. Jartti, a subject of 
the Czar of Russia, residing at 
Glencoe, in the county of Lincoln 
and State of Wyoming, have 
invented..." 

You may also be able to determine 
when an inventor became a U.S. 
citizen if they have multiple patents. 
Joseph Wolny received five patents 
while living in Wyoming. In patent 
1,204,630, filed June 5,1916, he states 
that he is a "subject of the Emperor of 
Austria-Hungary." By the time he files 
the application that would ultimately 
become patent 1,339,874 on January 
19, 1918, he states that he is "a citizen 
of the United States." 

There are also the occasional 
clues concerning citizenship. In 
patent 1,222,595 Charley L. Beeman 
of Riverton, Wyoming states that he 
is "a native-born citizen of the 
United States." In patent, 1,232,713 
Karl Gustav Oelsner of Riverton 
states that he is "a naturalized 
citizen of the United States." 

Movement. If an inventor has 
received multiple patents, you may 
be able to track his or her movement 
to other places. Thomas Widdop 
received six patents in three 
different Wyoming towns - first 
Mountain View, then Burntfork, 
Mountain View again, and Lonetree. 

Assignee. The assignee is the 
organization or person to whom the 
inventor transferred the legal rights 
to the patent. The assignee is gener
ally - but not always - the inventor's 
employer. In my great-grandfather's 
case, it would be the Diamond 
Match Company. 

Co-inventors. Are there multiple 
inventors listed on the patent? 
These may be coworkers, family 
members, or friends. 

U.S. PATENTS 
B Y R E G I O N 

Alabama Inventors Database 
www.bplonline.org/resources/subjects/gov/inventors.asp 
Database of patents created by the Birmingham Public Library 

Iowa Inventions Database 
www.silo.lib.ia.us/app/cgi-bin/patents/ 
Database of patents created by the Iowa State Library, Coverage: 
1843- 1974 

Wyoming Inventors Database 
http://cowgirl.state.wy.us/inventors/ 
Database of patents created by the Wyoming State Library, 
Coverage: 1867 - present 

Index to Early Louisiana Patents, 1810 -
http://adler.lib.muohio.edu/~shocker/LAPAT/index.html 
Database of patents created by Miami University Libraries 

1890 

From Air Brakes to Zinc Furnaces: Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny City Patentees 1790 - 1879 
www.carnegielibrary.org/locations/scitech/ptdl/pgh/ 
Database of patents created by the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

Signatures. Older patents include 
the signatures of inventor and the 
attorney (if there was one). The 
inventor signature may or may not 
be their own. Depending on the time 
period, the attorney could sign for 
the applicant. Does the handwriting 
for both signatures look the same? 

Some signatures are not repro
duced but typed in a font. This can 
be beneficial if the Front Page is 
difficult to read or the font is too 
small to make out a particular 
spelling. The typed signatures 
usually appear in much larger and 
easier to read font on the last page. 

Witnesses. As legal documents, 
patents will include the names of 
witnesses. They may be unrelated 
individuals or possibly friends and 
family. In 1916 William F. Cody 
received patent D49,949. One of the 

witnesses on Cody's patent was W. 
C. Bradford. William Cody Bradford 
was Buffalo Bill's close nephew. 

Executors. If the inventor was 
deceased, the patent will list the 
executorAtrix or administratorAtrix. 
Patent 1,480,515 from 1924 was issued 
to Attilio De Marchis, and states, "Be it 
known that I, Ersilia Caselli, widow of 
De Marchis, a subject of the King of 
Italy, and residing at Rome, Italy 
(whose post-office address it [sic] 212 
Via Cola di Rienzo, Roma, Italy)." Not 
only does this patent give an address 
and citizenship information, it identi
fies the widow (and administratrix) 
who has a different surname. 

Patent 2,320 gives not only the 
executor's name but a wonderful 
description of their occupations: 
"Be it known that I, Philo B. Tyler, 
chief coiner of the branch mint of the 

40 HeritageQuestMagazine.com 

http://www.bplonline.org/resources/subjects/gov/inventors.asp
http://www.silo.lib.ia.us/app/cgi-bin/patents/
http://cowgirl.state.wy.us/inventors/
http://adler.lib.muohio.edu/~shocker/LAPAT/index.html
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/locations/scitech/ptdl/pgh/
HeritageQuestMagazine.com


Cincinnati Inventors Database 
www.cincinnatilibrary.org/resources/invent/ 
Database of patents issued to Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Ohio 
Inventors from 1813-1873 

United States at New Orleans, in the 
state of Louisiana, am the executor of 
Rufus Tyler, deceased, who was my 
predecessor in the office of chief 
coiner of the mint aforesaid." 

SPECIALIZED DATABASES 
African-American Inventors Database 
www.detroit.lib.mi.us/glptc/aaid/ 
Database created by the Great Lakes Patent and Trademark Center at 
the Detroit Public Library 

Confederate Patent Office 
www.myoutbox.net/popchapx.htm 
List of Patents issued by the Confederate Patent Office, 1861 - 1864 

Women Inventors Index, 1790 - 1895 
http://staff.lib.muohio.edu/~shocker/Femlnv/ 
Database created by the Miami University Libraries 

Misspeliings 
As with many genealogical docu
ments, misspellings are an issue. 
Search for variations of personal 
and place names. Certificates of 
Correction are often attached as the 
last page to correct minor errors like 
misspellings. However, since there 
is a fee for the certificate, they are 
not always corrected. 

Left: U.S. patent diagrams for the paint 
brush attachments and improvements, 

and the patent documentation. 

Oct. 7 , 1924. 
G. BALLARD 

PAINTBRUSH ATTACHMENT 

Filed July 26. 1323 

i l l l f :•:;'; 

1,510, 

Patented Oct. 7, 1924. 1,S1©,S36 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GtRAOE BAMrAKD, NOW BY MABRIAGE GRACE BAT,T,ftTM> HOWS&L, 03? C£. 

WYOHXNG. . 

PAINTBRUSH ATTACHMENT; 

Application filed July 28,. 1928. , Serial No. 663,842. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GRACE BALLAKD, a citi

zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Casper, in the county of Natrona and the 

fi State of Wyoming, "have invented certain 
uiew and useful Improvements in Paint
brush Attachments, of .which the following 
is a specification.' 

This invention relates to a rubber cup 
10 attached to a paint brush stock and de

signed to act as a drip cup, receiving any 
• paint that may flow down on the stock from 
the bristles during overhead work, and in-
chtdes also a swabbing device; by means of' 

15 which the paint collecting in said, cup may 
be returned to the brush portion. 

The invention consists in the ndvel fea
tures of construction hereinafter described, 
pointed out in the claims and shown in the 

20 accompanying drawing, in' which— 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a brush, 

provided with my attachment. 
Figure 2 is an edge elevation of a brush, 

the cup portion of'the attachment being in 
'23 section*. 

Figure S is a perspective view of the 
swabbing device detached. 

^Figure 4- is a side elevation of a brush, 
showing a modified form of attachment in 

30 position to be. slipped in place on the-brush. 
In the drawing A designates the usual 

paint brush which' may be of any desired 
size. A cup 1 of elastic rubber, or other 
suitable material surrounds the brush at 

as tlie point of.juncture of the bristles and 
stock, and 'is held open at the forward end 
by a hard rubber rim £. At the rear or 
bottom end the cup is secured to the stock 
by tacks or in any other suitable maimer. 

40 The cleaning or swabbing device com
prises a handle 4' which lies parallel to the 
brush handle, and forks 5 which lie on 
opposite sides of the brush handle and are 
connected to the handle 4 by angled por

tions 5B, all these parts of the swabber be- 45 
ing formed of wire.. The forks project into 
the rubber cup, on opposite sides of the stock , 
and carry rubber swabbers 6 arranged at 
right angles to the forks and shaped to fit 
within the cup and between the sides of the 80 
cup and the brush. They also retain1 the 
greater portion of the p'aint dripping into 
the brush. 

'To. clean the cup the handle 4 is pushed 
forwardly along the brush handle forcing M 
the swapbers to the open forward end of 
the cup. and ejecting the paint collected by 
the cup. . . . . 

If it is desired tpform the cup removable 
from the'brush so that it can be used with oo 
different brashes, of the same size I em
ploy a cup 7 of. elastic rubber which is open 
at the rear end> assjKown at 8, in Figure 4. 
This cup is slippetl over, the brush, handle 
and onto the stock and is held in place by W. 
friction. It is provided with the sarnie 
swabbing device as in the preferred form. 

The advantages of the device will be ob
vious from the above description and draw--
ing. TO 

What I claim is:— 
1. The combination with a brush, a rub

ber eu'p adapted to fit the brush stock, a rim 
sufficiently rigid to hold the cup open, 
swabbers arranged to-work in the cup on 76 
opposite sides of the stock, and meansex-
teiiding along and substantially parallel to 
"the brush handle for actuating the swabbers. 
• 2. An attachment for paint brushes com
prising an elastic, normally open cup adapt- so 
ed to engage the stock of the brush at the 
base of & cup, swabbers arranged to work 
in the cup-on opposite sides of the brush 
stock, a swabber handle lying parallel to the; 
brush handle;, and fork members connecting 85 
the .swabbers to said swabber handle. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
GKACE BALLAIfcD. 

a«*. 
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On July 4, 1836 Congress passed a bill that significantly changed the patent 
system in the United States, establishing a systematic examination of patent appli
cations that became the model for other nations. 

Earlier patents were known only by their Name and Date, but now a numbering 
system was introduced. Patents issued between 1790 and July 4, 1836 were even
tually assigned unique numbers preceded by an "X". 

Six months later on December 15, 1836, a fire destroyed every patent, model, and 
record in the Patent Office. Congress immediately requested that inventors return 
their copies of the original patents to reconstruct the lost information. Fewer than 
3,000 of the 10,000 patents were recovered. 

As time goes on, these patents may be lost forever. Or they just may be waiting to 
be discovered. In early 2004, two patent attorneys found 14 X patents in the 
Dartmouth College special collections library [New York Times, August 9, 2004). 
These patents were previously believed lost and the library was unaware that the 
Patent Office was looking for them. 

Should you find a patent at an antique store or flea market, do not assume that the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is aware of its existence. Check the USPTO Web 
site or with a Patent and Trademark Depository Library. You may have found a unique 
item lost to history. 

^ n n A r c File Wr« 
If you would like more information 
than what is provided in the patent 
itself, you can purchase a copy of 
the file wrapper. A file wrapper is 

the folder the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office maintains that 
includes all the application papers, 
such as, correspondence between 
the applicant (or their attorney) 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

SWIMMI5TG-S 

Specification of Lsttc 

Application filed November 2! 

To all -luhoiih H amy concent: 
Be it known that I, DOROTHY DYREN-

KHITH, a citizen of the TJjiitcd States, raid
ing at Oak Park, in the county of Cook and 

5 State of Illinois, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Swimming-Suits, of 
which the following is a specification. 

My invention relates to an improvement 
in swimming-suits for women's wear; and 

10 my primary object is to provide as a part 
of such a suit a biist-suppoi'h'r, or "bras-
si&re," by a construction of the suit whereby 
it may be made, preferably by weaving or 
knitting, with the j:ickel-porlion, the bnst-

15 supporter with or without sleeves, the trunks 
and the skirt, all in one piece. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 shows my improved swimming-suit 
on a woman's form; Fig. 2 is a perspective 

ao view of the garment with the bib-portion of 
the jacket let down to display the bust-sup
porter covered by it, and Fig, 3 shows the 
garment by a broken view in front eleva
tion, 

25 The jacket 4 is formed, to fit the figure of 
the wearer, of a. back 5 having a rear collar-
portion 0. The bib 9, which forms the 
upper part of the jacket-front, has its edges 
concaved, as represented at 10 in Fig. 2, to 

30 fit about the front parts of the wearer s arms 
near the shoulders and terminate in flaps 
11, at the ends of a concave front collar-sec
tion 12, to encircle with the rear collar-sec
tion C the neck of the wearer when the bib 

35 is raised, in which position it may be fas
tened by button-holes 13 in its flaps to but
tons 14 on the tops of the wearer's shoulders. 
The skirt'15 is formed as a continuation of 
the jacket, from the hip-line, at 16, of which 

40 extend the trunks 17. 
The salient feature of my improvement is 

the bi!-•;(. ruippoWer IS as :m integral part of 
the one-piece garment. I t consists of two 
chest-sections 19 and 20, buttoning at their 

45 meeting-edges and extending thereto, re
spectively, from between the ends of the col
lar-section 6 and below the base or folding 
corners of the bib 10, thus from the opposite 
sides of the jacket; and the sleeves 21 of 

50 the garment., if provided at. all. are formed 

on f 
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D. DYRENFORTH (NOW BY MARRIAGE D. D. AURACHER), 
SWIMMIKG SUIT. 

iFPLIOATlON TILED HOY.3B, 1918 

1,077,887. Patented Nov. 4,1913. 
3 SHEETB-aHEE? I. 

The U.S. patent and diagrams 
for swimming suit improvements. 

42 HeritageQuestMagazine.com 

'. ' http://ww.i jspto.gov/ 

Text Site Index Guides eBusiness News Ne< 

eiconie to the 
United States Patent a 

an Agency of" the Lhited Stat 

Top Newt 

tNPatents 

^ File 

? Status &IFW 

;•: Search 

• •T rademarks 

^ File 

? Status 

<•; Search 

? View Documents 

fc>: Do more online... 

@How to Pay Fees 

(•-.: Products & Services 

£>.:-System Alerts 

Undersecretar 
Property Jon C 
office to new r 
Trademark Pul 

Commerce i 
Names New 
Trademark 
Committees 

Commerce Seen 
appointed three i 

and the patent examiner. These 
files generally do not discuss the 
process of invention or whether 
the invention was commercially 
successful. The cost to receive a 
copy of a file wrapper is quite 
expensive—around $200. These 
documents are also kept in ware
houses and archival facilities so 
receiving a copy can take time. 

My Great-Grandfather 
and the Diamond Match 
A search of U.S. patent records has 
found no mention of my great
grandfather and since the Diamond 
Match Company no longer main
tains these personnel records, I may 
have to discard it as a family myth. 
Despite my lack of success, do not 
overlook U.S. patents as a rich 
source of genealogical information. 

Thank you to Dave Morrison, 
Janet Williams, Mande Putnam, and 

HeritageQuestMagazine.com
http://ww.ijspto.gov/


Chris Kitchens for their comments 
on this article. • 

Resources for 
Researching Historical 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library Program. 
Name and Date Patents: July 31, 1790 - July 
2, 1836. Washington, DC: PTDLP, 1999. 
Index to the X patents in chronological 
order 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, DC: GPO, 1837 - 1920. 
Indexed by patentee, assignee, and inven
tion 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Index of 
Patents issued from the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, 3 vols. 
Washington, DC: GPO, 1920 to present 
(annual, print + CD). Indexed by patentee, 
assignee, and invention 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Official 
Gazette of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office: Patents. Washington, 
DC: GPO, 1872 to present (weekly, print + 
CD). Indexed by patentee, assignee, and 
invention 

Magnabrite 
The Magnabrite* is the original light gathering 
magnifier. There are no bulbs or batteries. The 
Magnabrite* 4X Light Gathering Magnifier is 
made of crystal-clear solid acrylic, precision 
machined and polished in the same manner as 
camera lenses and other fine optics. The base of 
the magnifier is slightly concave to reduce the 
risk of scratching. View subjects from any 
angle! Your eye can be any distance from the 
magnifier, at nearly any angle, without affecting 
focus or clarity. Best of all, several people can 
view the subject at the same time. 

N? J- 'Subscrib 

5 1 m m (2") Magnifier 

Item H3527, sAi S4.50 

Re ta i l : $19 .95 

$ A_I vJsubscribeis 

6 4 m m (2.5") Magnifier 

Item H3278. s/h S4.50 
Retail: S29.95 

•JpT" Isubscri 

8 9 m m (3.5") Magnif ier 

Item H3279. s/h S7.50 

Re ta i l : S49.95 

W J- J T"Subscnbsrs 

1 1 5 m m (4.5") Magnifiei 

Item H.1526, s/h $7.50 

Reta i l : S149 .95 

HeritaaecREATiONS 

866-783-7899 

Subject-Matter Index of Patents for Inventions 
Issued by the United States Patent Office 
from 1790 to 1873, inclusive, 3 vols. 1874. 
Reprint, North Stratford, NH: Ayers Co. 
Publishers, 2000. Indexed by subject of 
invention, not patentee 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Patent 
Database, www.uspto.gov 

Scanned patent images 1790 - Present; pre-1976 
patents searchable only by patent number or 
classification 

Dawn Rohan is the Intellectual Property 
Librarian at the Wyoming State Library in 
Cheyenne. She manages the Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library, which is a library 
designated by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office to disseminate patent and trademark 
information and to support the diverse intellec
tual property needs of the public. 

GENEALOGY ON TELEVISION 
"FAMILY HISTORIAN" 

FAMILY HISTORIAN is a cable television series devoted entirely to genealogy. VHS 
videocassettes of this program are now available for purchase. The cost is $20.00 for each 
program (includes shipping and handling). Order by number and title of program. 

#1 Census Records 
#2 Hudson Co. (NJ) Sources 
#3 Using Local Sources 
#4 Manhattan (NY) sources 
#5 How to Teach Genealogy 
#6 Genealogy for Children 
#7 The Family History Center 
#8 Exploring an Old Graveyard 
#9 Starting a Town Archive 
#10 Solving Genealogy Problems 
#11 Howto JointheDAR. 
#12 Connecticut Sources 
#13 Morris Co. (NJ) Sources 
#14 Passaic Co. (NJ) Sources 
#15 Computer Genealogy 
#16 Preserving Old Documents 
#17 Irish Genealogy 
#18 Gloucester Co. (NJ) Sources 
#19 Revolutionary War Records 

#20 Civil War Records 
#21 African-American Genealogy 
#22 Mayflower Families 
#23 Portraying Our Ancestors 
#24 Danish Genealogy 
#25 Planning a Family Reunion 
#26 Welsh Genealogy 
#27 Swedish Genealogy 
#28 Cornish Genealogy 
#29 Union Co. (NJ) Sources 
#30 Methodist Church Records 
#31 Slovak Genealogy 
#32 Polish Genealogy 
#33 Tracing Your House's History 
#34 Puerto Rican Genealogy 
#35 Quaker Genealogy 
#36 Schwenkfelder Genealogy 
#37 Waldensian Genealogy 
#38 Jamaican Genealogy 

#39 Crafting a Family Scrapbook 

#40 Cuban Genealogy 

#41 Amish-Mennonite Genealogy 

#42 Restoring Old Photographs 

#43 Writing Your Life Story 

#44 Portuguese Genealogy 

#45 Native American Genealogy 

#46 Archaeology and Genealogy 

#47 Greek Genealogy 

#48 Burlington Co. (NJ) Sources 

#49 Genetics and Genealogy 

#50 Genealogy for Adoptees 

#51 Moravian Genealogy 

#52 Monroe Co. (PA) Sources 

#53 Armenian Genealogy 

#54 Carpatho-Rusyn Genealogy 

#55 Hungarian Genealogy 

Make check or money order payable to: STEPHEN CONTE 
P.O. Box 962 • West Caldwell, NJ 07007 • E-mail: gentelv@aol.com 
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